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& Dictator Idi Amin dies
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The eight-year rule which
followed was characterised by
- bizarre and brutal behaviour.
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children and insisted on being Life of a tyrant
called "Big Daddy".

In 1972 he expelled the entire Asian population of Uganda,
blaming them for controlling the economy for their own ends.

Manzoor Moghul, one of tens of thousands of Asians expelled
by Amin, told BBC News that in the long-run this benefited
many because they settled so well in Britain.

"Ugandan Asians have no reason to grieve at his death but at
the same time have no reason to celebrate or be jubilant," he
said.

"He was a brutal dictator yet a very remarkable man."
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Ugandan presidential adviser John Nagenda told BBC World
that it would have been a "good thing" to have put him on
trial, but that many Ugandans who suffered through his rule
would have a feeling of closure with his death.

George Ngwa, a spokesman for Amnesty International said
Amin’s death was "a sad comment on the international
community’s inability to hold leaders accountable for gross
human rights abuses".

The UK Anglican Bishop of Birmingham, the Right Reverend
Dr John Sentamu, who was beaten up on Amin's orders
before fleeing Uganda in 1974, said the former dictator
should have been extradited to Uganda to ask his victims for
forgiveness.

Toppled

As Amin consolidated his rule, Uganda plunged into economic
chaos as a result of mass expulsions, gross mismanagement
and rampant corruption.

The United States cut off aid to Uganda in 1972 in protest at
Amin’s policies, which former US President Jimmy Carter said
"disgusted the entire civilised world".

In 1976, Amin apparently colluded with a Palestinian group
which hijacked an Air France jet and held its Israeli
passengers hostage at Entebbe Airport.

Israeli commandos rescued all but one of the hostages in a
daring raid under the cover of darkness and flew them back
to Israel.

Amin repeatedly sent his troops to invade neighbouring
Tanzania, and in 1979, Tanzanian troops and Ugandan exiles
counter-attacked, sending Amin into exile.

Amin fled to Libya, then Iraq, before finally settling in Saudi
Arabia, where he was allowed to remain provided he stayed
out of politics.
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